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TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 6928 

INFO MAMEMBASSY AMMAN 3624 

AMEMBASSY BEIRUT IMMEDIATE 

AMEMBASSY CAIRO 

AMEMBASSY JIDDA 

AMEMBASSY TELAVIV 

USUN 797 

AMCONSUL JERUSALEM 

CONFIDENTIA DAMASCUS 0996 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS MILI LE SY 

SUBJ: KHADDAM DISCUSSES LEBANON FEB 18 

REF: STATE 42585 
BEIRUT 906, 907 

1 . KHADDAM TOLD ME SATURDAY MORNING THAT HIS REPORTS 
INDICATED SITUATION STABILIZING IN BEIRUT. ADDED THAT 
CHAMOUN'S STATEMENT YESTERDAY HAD BEEN POSITIVE AND 
HELPFUL TO THAT END. ASKED ABOUT ISRAELI RADIO REPORT 
OF THIS MORNING THAT ADF HAD OCCUPIED A TRAINING CAMP 
BELONGING TO CHAMOUN'S FOLLOWERS NORTH OF BEIRUT, KHADDAM 
REPLIED HE HAD NOT RPT NOT BEEN INFORMED OF SUCH A MOVE. 

2. REDEPLOYMENT OF ADF FORCES WOULD CONTINUE, KHADDAM 
NOTED, AND ALWAYS IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOL ORDERS. RECALLED 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 DAMASC 00996 181254Z 

WHEN HE WAS IN BEIRUT LAST WEEKEND HE HAD SUGGESTED TO 
CHRISTIAN LEADERS LOWERING ADF PROFILE BY USING 
LEBANESE POLICE TO REPOACH THEM AT VARIOUS ROADBLOCKS. 

CHAMOUN HAD SAID HE THOUGH ROADBLOCKSSHOULD BE DONE 
AWAY WITH BUT HE WAS COUNSELED BY GEMAYEL WHO ASSERTED 

THAT THEY SHOULD BE LEFT IN PLACE AND MANNED BY ADF 
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TO AVOID INCREASE IN TENSION. 

3. KHADDAM SAID CONTINUED INCIDENTS QRE PREDICTABLE BUT THAT 
HE BELIEVED LATEST WAVE OF TENSION HAS SUBSIDED. KNOWLEDGE ON 
PART OF ALL ELEMENTS IN LEBANON, INCLUDING PALESTINIANS, 

THAT ADF WOULD STRIKE HARSHLY AT ANY TROUBLEMAKERS WOULD 
KEEP FUTURE INCIDENTS FROM ESCALATING. 

MURPHY 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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